Finnish Diction

Vowels

Mostly “pure” vowels as in Italianate Latin.
Doubled vowels (i.e., “aa” or “43"”) do not change the vowel when singing.
Umlaut vowels (&, 6, y) are more forward than in German.
Diphthongs. For short notes, divide rhythmic values in half.
o For long notes, spend more time on the more open vowel.
o This is usually the first vowel, but for “ie”, “uo”, and “y6”, the second vowel is longer.
Vowels that begin a word should be preceded by glottal stop.

written sung equivalent written ~ sung equivalent
a [a] “ah” ‘ a ‘ [2] ‘ asin “sad”
e [e] as in “take”
i [i] “ee”
o [0] “oh” o (2] German “6”, British “hurt”
u [u] “00” % \ German “0”
Consonants
e Many consonants are as in English, or Latin: b,d, f,m,n,s,v
e Consonants are unaspirated, as in Italian: k,p,t
e Some require mild consideration: clkl—glg]l —jlj] —wl[v] —x[ks] — z[ts]

Doubled consonants are sustained longer, even if it breaks a legato line.
If word ends with [e], an initial consonant in the next word is doubled.
o Also applies between constituent roots of compound nouns, and before some suffixes.

written sung  equivalent

h [h] at start of syllable
[x] at end of syllable, if vowel was a, 0, u (as in German “ach”)
[¢] at end of syllable, if vowel was &, e, i, 6, y (as in German “nicht”)
L [ darker than English; almost, but not quite, sounding Russian
ng [nn] sustained as if a double consonant
nk [nk] applies even across word separations
r [r] rolled
§,sh 1] as in “shy”
Z, zh [3] as in “treasure”
Words

Word stress is always the initial syllable.
Secondary stresses occur in compound words, at the first syllable of each constituent root.
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